
 

 
 

City of Huntington Woods 
Senior Advisory Committee 

Thursday, November 19, 2020 
Minutes 

 

1. Call to order:  Remote meeting called to order at 3:34 p.m. 
 

Present:  Chris Smith,  Jim Speir, Kay Brady, Greg Gmerek, Melissa Gadd, Lenny 
Newman, Recreation Director Mary Gustafson, Outreach Coordinator Jen Furlong, 
Librarian Joanne Johnson, City Manager Amy Sullivan 
 
Absent:  None 

 
2. Approval of agenda: Moved by Lenny and seconded by Melissa to approve the agenda 

as presented.  Approved unanimously. 
 
3. Approval of minutes of the October 15, 2020 meeting:  Moved by Lenny and seconded 

by Melissa to approve the minutes as submitted.  Approved unanimously. 
 

4. Public participation:  Incoming County Commissioner Charlie Cavell introduced himself.  
Sue Tanner said she had applied for one of the Committee vacancies and having 
attended the meetings as a member of the public, she would like to participate as an 
active member. 

 
5. Oakland County Senior Advisory Council:  Shenise provided information on several 

programs available to seniors and will forward the information to Amy 
 

6. Items of Business 
 

A. Senior contact outreach initiative:  No update 
 

B. Recreation Center railing:  Amy believes the project is on track to be installed soon. 
 

C. UM project reports:    

 Transportation and mobility – Kay, Jim, Greg 
Jim gave an update on the shuttle with a fixed route idea.  He has met with staff and 
the SMART representative and gathered information from other cities.  Next steps 
are to identify potential locations for the stops on the fixed route, start and end 
times for the shuttle and then run a pilot program.  He also discussed the idea of 
increasing transportation options.  The Connector program has a larger radius for 



travel and longer hours and it underutilized by HW residents.  Next steps are to 
promote the program more widely and consider recruiting a volunteer driver for the 
City’s transportation program to operate on Saturdays.  SMART is developing a 
survey which may help to identify the needs of our seniors.  The subcommittee plans 
to meet one more time before the end of the year. 
 
Social and community services – Melissa, Chris, Lenny 
Lenny said their subcommittee has met often and are focusing on the ideas that are 
the most feasible to implement.   

 One idea is a dedicated phone line for seniors – the HW Cares hotline – and the city 
will use Jen’s direct line for that.   

 The city also created a dedicated email address – Hwcares@hwmi.org – and it will 
be promoted in the newsletter and 60+ Crowd.   

 Another idea is to engage seniors by calling them on their birthday which Jen has 
started.  She described the phone calls as enjoyable and informative. In November 
she plans on making 50 phone calls.   Kay asked if she needed help and Jen said it 
was manageable at this time but she may need assistance in the future.  

 Lenny talked to Commissioner Rozell about sending cards to residents on special 
birthdays and Commissioner Rozell was confident the rest of the Commission would 
participate in the program.    Lenny is working with Colette on this idea.   

 Another idea is to have Jen participate in the New Resident’s reception and have 
information available on city services.   

 The subcommittee talked about creating events to celebrate Older Americans 
month in May.  Maybe the City Commission can hold an informal meet and greet for 
seniors in May.  The subcommittee thought outside community groups might also 
want to participate in the activities.  

 Lenny asked Amy to give a recap on the AARP’s Age Friendly program that the Senior 
Advisory Committee had considered a few years ago.  She said that some of the 
criteria that needed to be met were not possible for a city our size, so the 
committee decided to focus on the criteria that the city had some control over.   

 A new initiative Jen is introducing is to contact the discharge units in hospitals so 
they can pass along information on city services for residents when they are 
discharged.   

 The City already has a durable medical loan equipment closet which needs to be 
promoted more.   

 Jen has started an adopt-a-grandparent program which will be rolled out in the next 
newsletter.   

 An insert is being developed with information on the new dedicated phone line and 
email address as well as other relevant information for seniors in the next water 
billing cycle.   

 The subcommittee thinks the city should consider making the senior coordinator a 
full-time position.   
 
The discussion turned to the upcoming holiday lunch.  Jen said that 50 seniors have 
signed up and there is no one on a waiting list.  The Recreation Department will 
need help distributing the meals and Jim asked Mary to keep the Committee up to 
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date on how many volunteers they think will be needed as the date gets closer.   
Lenny asked if there were any plans to discuss any of the housing ideas that came 
out of the third UM report.  Amy brought the Committee up to date on the 
upcoming Master Plan update process and that studying alternative housing would 
be one of the key chapters in the plan. Jen described a recent contact she has been 
able to make to help a resident who had fallen as an example of how she works with 
seniors. 
 

7. Project updates 
 

A. Senior/student interactions upcoming programs:  No update 
 

B. HARP and concierge program:  Jen has been referring requests to a local handyman 
which has been working well. 
 

8. Recreation Department and Library Programming Update:  Jen and Colette held a pilot 
parking lot bingo event and it was a lot of fun.  There will be Facebook live 
entertainment for the holiday lunch event.  She is still doing 15 minute person visits 
when they can meet outside.  The next newsletter will include information on the most 
prevalent scams and a reminder about the AAA 1-B programs.  The program for walking 
in the gym is on hold because of COVID.  Joanne said the library is still offering curbside 
book check out and they have many online programs to participate in including a new 
one to collect stories about living in the era of COVID. 

 
9. Other business:  Kay reluctantly announced her resignation from the Committee so she 

can dedicate more time to taking care of her husband.  The Committee understood the 
need for her to resign and said that she had been a great asset to the Committee and 
will be missed.  The 2021 meeting schedule was distributed for everyone’s calendar. 

 
10. Next meeting:  December 16th. 

 
11. Meeting adjourned at 4:58 p.m. 

 
 


